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PROMISE Program Changes

• A student committing more than one misdemeanor must be referred to the 

threat assessment team, which includes law enforcement, to determine if 

the act should be reported to law enforcement (Alignment to F.S. 1006.13)

• Students committing one of the revised 9 PROMISE eligible incidents shall be 

referred to the PROMISE program(Alignment to Marjory Stoneman Douglas 

High School Public Safety Commission Report, p.279, #1)

• Noncompliance with the PROMISE program requirements results in 

notification to the State Attorney’s Office (Alignment to  Marjory Stoneman 

Douglas High School Public Safety Commission Report, p.279, #2)

• PROMISE incidents shall accrue through 12th grade with a maximum of three 

(3) referral assignments to the program (Alignment to  Marjory Stoneman 

Douglas High School Public Safety Commission Report, p.279, #3-4)

• PROMISE incidents are currently being reported to DJJ’s Prevention Web 

System (Alignment to  Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School Public Safety 

Commission Report, p.279, #5)

• The PROMISE program does not limit the discretion of law enforcement 

(Alignment to  Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School Public Safety 

Commission Report, p.279, #6)
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• Increase in the number of incidents that qualify for possible or 

mandatory expulsion with continuing education services

• Incidents associated with potential threats require the convening of 

the threat assessment team to determine if the act shall be reported to 

law enforcement

• Use, possession, sale, and/or transmittal of e-cigarette, vapor devices 

and/or components of e-cigarettes, vapor devices or similar is now a 

new incident code with similar consequences as Tobacco

• Guidance on PROMISE eligible and SESIR level incidents are outlined 

on each school level’s Discipline Matrix

• Consultation and referral to law enforcement is outlined in the 

Discipline Matrix

Highlighted Discipline Matrix Changes
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Discipline Overview



PRESENTED BY

CATCH MY  
BREATH
YOUTH E-CIGARETTE
AND JUUL PREVENTION  
PROGRAM

Marcella Bianco, Program Director

BROWARD COUNTY  PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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WORDS TO KNOW

• E-Cigarettes: (Electronic Cigarette) is an electronic device  

containing a nicotine-based liquid that is vaporized and inhaled,  

used to simulate the experience of smoking tobacco.

• Vaping: the action or practice of inhaling and exhaling the vapor  

produced by an e-cigarette or similar device.

• JUUL: is a type of popular e-cigarette

• JUULing: a slang term for the recreational use of the leading  

brand of electronic cigarettes, JUUL

• JUUL Pods: cartridge that contains e-juice for the JUUL
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WORDS TO KNOW

• Nicotine: a toxic colorless or yellowish oily liquid that is the chief  

active constituent of tobacco. It acts as a stimulant in small  

doses, but in larger amounts blocks the action of autonomic  

nerve and skeletal muscle cells. Nicotine is also used in  

insecticides.

• Vapor: a substance diffused or suspended in the air, especially

one normally liquid or solid

• Aerosol: a substance enclosed under pressure and able to be

released as a fine spray, typically by means of a propellant gas.

• E-juice: the liquid that is in an e-cigarette or JUUL Pod

• Combustible Tobacco: capable of igniting and burning and

typically found in the found in tobacco cigarettes or pipe tobacco
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WERE WE WINNING THE BATTLE?

9



THE YOUTH VAPING EPIDEMIC

https://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/ucm625917.htm

High School Middle School
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EVER USED

https://nccd.cdc.gov/youthonline/App/Default.aspx 11



FLORIDA HIGH SCHOOL E-CIGARETTE USE

2018

24.8%
58% from 2017-2018
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FLORIDA HIGH SCHOOL E-CIGARETTE USE

2018

37.9% 18.1% from 2017-2018
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FLORIDA MIDDLE SCHOOL E-CIGARETTE USE

2018

14.7% 18.5% from 2017-2018
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FLORIDA MIDDLE SCHOOL E-CIGARETTE USE

2018

7.8%
44.4% from 2017-2018
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E-CIG COMPANIES ARE COPYING
BIG TOBACCO’S PLAYBOOK

• Ads featuring  

glamourous women

• Using celebrity  

spokespeople
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E-CIG COMPANIES ARE COPYING
BIG TOBACCO’S PLAYBOOK (CON’T)
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E-CIG COMPANIES ARE COPYING
BIG TOBACCO’S PLAYBOOK (CON’T)

• Using sexuality in ads • Sponsor music  

festivals and  

sporting events
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HIGH TEEN EXPOSURE TO  E-CIG
ADVERTISING

20



COMPONENTS OF E-CIGARETTES

• Parts in a basic E-Cigarette

• Battery

• Heater/Atomizer

• Cartridge
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FOUR TYPES OF E-CIGARETTES

1

2

3

4
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E-JUICE: SWEET FLAVORS ABOUND

• 81% of kids who ever used tobacco products started

with a flavored product.1

• 99% of E-Cigarettes sold in 2015 contained nicotine.2

Sources: 1Journal of the American Medical Association; 2Truth Initiative
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NICOTINE CONTENT IN JUUL

=

1 JUUL

Pod
1 Pack of  

Cigarettes
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GROWTH OF JUUL SALES
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JUUL WRAPS/SKINS
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ACCESSORIES
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CLOTHING
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AN UNHEALTHY HABIT
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E-CIGARETTE USE IS NOT  
SAFE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE
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SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS TO LOOK FOR

IN YOUR TEEN
• Psychological distress and lack of  

impulse control

• Irritability, anger, impatience, anxiety

• Difficulty concentrating

• Cognitive and performance impairment

• Change in hunger and eating patterns

• Weight gain (loss)

• Increased craving for tobacco/nicotine

• Sudden interest in burning scented candles or incense

• Sudden use of cheap perfume/cologne

• Missing phone chargers

• Negative change in grades
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Meets Nat’l Academic and Common Core Standards

Meets SHAPE Health Education Standards

Now Available for Free for 

all Middle & High Schools
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FLORIDA COMPREHENSIVE HEALTH EDUCATION

6th Grade:

Strand HE.6.C: Health Literacy Concepts

Strand HE.6.B: Health Literacy Responsible Behavior

Strand HE.6.P: Health Literacy Promotion

7th Grade:

Strand HE.7.C: Health Literacy Concepts

Strand HE.7.B: Health Literacy Responsible Behavior

Strand HE.7.P: Health Literacy Promotion

8th Grade:

Strand HE.8.C: Health Literacy Concepts

Strand HE.8.B: Health Literacy Responsible Behavior

Strand HE.8.P: Health Literacy Promotion

9th-12th Grade:

Strand HE.912.C: Health Literacy Concepts

Strand HE.912.B: Health Literacy Responsible Behavior 

Strand HE.912.P: Health Literacy Promotion
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YOUTH E-CIGARETTE & JUUL  PROBLEM 
REPORTED IN NEWS

Edutopia (June 2018)

Schools Respond to the Rise of  

Student Vaping

CNN (August 2018)

JUUL and the vape debate: Choosing

between smokers and teens

CNBC (August 2018)

JUUL built an e-cigarette empire. Its  

popularity with teens threatens its future
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BCPS Family Resources
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THANK YOU!

Email: catchmybreath@catch.org 

Phone: (855) 500-0050 x 803

Questions?  
Contact us

Marcella Bianco
CATCH My Breath Program Director

Click here for  
more information
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A CALL TO ACTION

BCPS RESPONSE

• Hosted the 6th Above the Influence March to emphasize being “above 

the influence” of substances including, e-cigarette/vaping and marijuana 

• Creation of a THC Taskforce of internal and external stakeholder to 

develop a strategic plan related to electronic nicotine delivery systems

• Expanded the amount of resources/curriculum available on School 

Climate & Discipline Department’s (SC&D) website 

(https://www.browardschools.com/Page/38911), SharePoint and CANVAS

• CATCH My Breath curriculum disseminated to schools, which focuses on 

increasing awareness and knowledge on the harms of e-cigarette and 

JUUL

• Ongoing ParentLink Awareness/Informational Notices

https://www.browardschools.com/Page/38911
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A CALL TO ACTION

BCPS RESPONSE

• Presentations offered to schools through community partnerships with 

organizations, including, but not limited to, United Way, Hanley 

Foundation, Broward Sheriff’s Office and the National Guard

• Heath Education teachers were trained on the CATCH curriculum and 

made aware of the future trends with ENDS

• Instructional Facilitator recently added to SC&D’s staff with the function of 

substance abuse education, with an emphasis on ENDS education and 

prevention

• Ongoing Students Working Against Tobacco (SWAT) clubs to facilitate 

Teen Talk forums for parents and the larger community

• Expansion of secondary schools offering SWAT clubs

• Tobacco Cessation Programs to secondary level students are offered 

through Nova Southeastern University’s Medical School
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A CALL TO ACTION

BCPS RESPONSE

• Ongoing professional development and informational sessions specific to 

e-cigarettes and vaping are coordinated by the Office of Academics and 

Student Support Initiatives & Recovery

• SC&D launched a Vaping Prevention PSA Contest opportunity for all 

secondary students – Winners will be announced at the RSBM on 5/21/19

• Revisions to Policy 5006: Suspension and Expulsion and creation of a 

specific incident code within the Discipline Matrix of the Code of Student 

Conduct for Use, Possession, Sale, and/or Transmittal of e-cigarette, vapor 

devices and/or components of e-cigarette, vapor devices or similar
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A CALL TO ACTION

BCPS FORTHCOMING RESPONSE
• Informational flyers/posters for students and parents marketed through schools, 

parent advisory groups, faith-based communities, homeowners associations, etc.

• Vaping Prevention Art Contest and second release of the PSA Prevention Contest

• Mini-Documentary 

• Increase collaboration with cities to educate the public on the harms of e-
cigarettes 

• Presentations to City and County Commissions to restrict, prohibit or increase the 
age requirement for sale of e-cigarette products to at least 21 years of age

• Petition City Commissioners to adopt an Electronic Nicotine Delivery System 
Resolution 

• Engage in legislative action to prohibit online purchases from being delivered 
directly to homes and/or mail services
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A CALL TO ACTION

BCPS FORTHCOMING RESPONSE

• Host a Substance Abuse and Human Trafficking Conference - January 

2020 

• Launch Hanley evidence-informed Marijuana Prevention Plus 

Wellness Program, targeting youth ages 8-18

• Launch a pilot elementary curriculum developed by CATCH My Breath

District initiatives and student led social media enhancements related to 

substance abuse prevention include:

• Development and printing of infographic to include national and 

Broward trend data to be displayed in schools

• Creation of Awareness Videos to be incorporated into open house 

activities

• Facebook Page

• YouTube Channel

• Podcast

• Twitter and Instagram Postings
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THE SCHOOL BOARD OF 
BROWARD COUNTY, FLORIDA

Heather P. Brinkworth, Chair

Donna P. Korn, Vice Chair

Lori Alhadeff

Robin Bartleman

Patricia Good

Laurie Rich Levinson

Ann Murray

Dr. Rosalind Osgood

Nora Rupert

Robert W. Runcie, Superintendent of Schools

The School Board of Broward County, Florida, prohibits any policy or procedure which results in discrimination on the basis of age, color, disability, gender 
identity, gender expression, genetic information, marital status, national origin, race, religion, sex or sexual orientation. The School Board also provides equal 
access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. Individuals who wish to file a discrimination and/or harassment complaint may call the Director, 
Equal Educational Opportunities/ADA Compliance Department & District’s Equity Coordinator/Title IX Coordinator at 754-321-2150 or Teletype Machine (TTY) 
754-321-2158.

Individuals with disabilities requesting accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act Amendments Act of 2008, (ADAAA) may call Equal 
Educational Opportunities/ADA Compliance Department at 754-321-2150 or Teletype Machine (TTY) 754-321-2158.


